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Commissioner for Patents 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed November 3. 2006 . please 
consider the following. 



The Examiner has required restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to one of the 
following inventions: 

Group IA. Phrase difference plate disposed so only light transmitted 
from transmission part after conversion of the light source is 
incident to said phrase difference pate (claim 1); 
Group IB. Phrase difference plate disposed so that only the light 
reflected from the reflection area part is incident to said 
phrase difference plate (claims 2-3). 

Applicants note that all of the claims of this application have remained 
unchanged and have already been subject to substantive examination on multiple 
occasions. A first Office Action on the merits was mailed on March 24, 2005. Then, a 
first Restriction Requirement was mailed on September 20, 2005. Subsequently, a 
second Office Action on the merits was mailed on February 9, 2006. Now a second 
Restriction Requirement has been issued and is outstanding. The claims, however, 
have not been amended. Accordingly, these claims have all been substantively 
searched by the Examiner at least once and treated on the merits at least twice. 

It is further submitted that the claims of the two groups designated by the 
Examiner are closely inter-related and in order to preserve unity of invention, both 
groups should be prosecuted in the same application. An important advantage in 
pursuing just one application is that the examination work of the Patent Office would 
thereby be simplified in as much as duplication of searching effort would be eliminated. 
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Thus, restricting the application as suggested by the Examiner would increase 
searching effort rather than reduce it. Accordingly, search and examination - since it 
has already occurred twice - can be made without serious burden, and, therefore, the 
Examiner must continue to examine this application on the merits, even if the claims are 
independent and distinct (MPEP 803). 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner 
withdraw this requirement for restriction and allow the claims of Group IA (Claims 1 and 
4-11 and 14-17) to be prosecuted in the same application as the claims of Group IB 
(Claims 2-3). In the event that the Examiner's restriction requirement is made final, 
Applicant provisionally elects the claims of Group IA (Claims 1 and 4-11 and 14-17) for 
continued prosecution, holding the claims of Group IB (Claims 2-3) in abeyance under 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.142(b) until final disposition of the elected claims. Claims 12 
and 13 are also being held in abeyance for later rejoinder, since they depend, indirectly, 
from Claim 1 . 

CONCLUSION 

It is believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding 
Office Action, and as such, the present application is in condition for allowance. Thus, 
prompt and favorable consideration of this Response is respectfully requested. If the 
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Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 

MEH/jlk 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: December 4. 2006 




